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A Tribute to Fohn A. Scalsi, Jr.

by MOE MAGLIOLA
SPORTS EBITOR, STAMFORD ADWOCATE

The late Jobn A, Scalzi, Jr., official asd executive in sports, provisd a leader
in the advancement of the Stamford (ld Timers' Athletic Association, The his-
tory of successiul dinners and elambakes and progress of the orcanization is
marked by the dedication of the sreat sportsman, That is why tonights 200h
anil winter event is held in Ry aof an oubstanding member.

As o boy Johooy demonstrated leadership, directing bis gang from the
Pacific Street aren i|.|,1|,|:ir|d‘ tewms of ather districts of Stomford, He wis in come-
ik, bothe ome wod off the faeld,

Collectively speaking, Scalzi was probabily thie greatest competiter in Stam-
ford history. Others were more successful in individual sports, ot Johmy was
a master in three sports—hbaseball, foothall, and basketball, He could boast as
many letbers as any athlete to perform af Stamford High, for he was an elig-
ilale student over a fivesvear perlod, with the only role f0 lis thoe being i
a by b vmider 210 Sealed entered Stomford High at 13 o the vear of 1922,

Eu!imml E.,I:IIH" Wi Seala's as a ﬂt‘l:arg’a.‘i.uwll l.llli\'L'r‘-il'!u' u||1||.-ll.'. H '_’..IIII.!'\I:I
- Tzl linees in o dlubdons woy in 1960 whan bee steppesd oat of e el woaee at-
A tempting a punt in the wod at Yaokee Stadiom, causing a safety and George-
ot Jose tor XYL 200 Flis miss by inclus on o 47-vard drop kick attengst
| Jater in the samwe was a highlight of the series between the schools, He tormed

i soame Berode dayvs with the Hovas, the peak effort developing against Ford.
Biiry dnn 1928 when e tossed a G2-vard scoring s to Jolinny Toaiu to sware
victory for Geargetown. This action scowrred in the days when XYU, Fordban
sl Georgetown were rated ||;L1.i|:||u1|:|.' as gridiron oS,
- In the first wight game ever plaved in Washiogton, DUC, 1930, Jolamy re-
tureed the opening kickoff 95 vards for a touchdown and later intereepted o
pass sl raced T8 vards for another score, as the Hovas routed West Virginis, 67-12

Johmny plaved baschall af Rice School here as a boy, captaining the team., He starred for five vears at shori-
stop wocher e Tuge Mike Bovbe at Stamford High, Among thiser Toe plaved with jscluded Bill Hagan, Eddie Huon,
Johmny Alahoas, Bill Muorphy, Hugo Grovamecta, Jack Birmingham, “Whitey”™ Ceescik, Allen Ungemack, Pauol
kv, Morris Roven, and Juck Hogan

A captain in his freshman vear, Scalzi stareed For thieee seasons on the Georgetown varsity nime, heing the
varsity captain in 19301 His abilitv attrocted major beaguoe seouts anad i sigoed for a cash bonos with thie Boston
Braves in 1931 Bonuses woere rare in thae depressionchit thirties, He plaved at Hagelton of the Xew York-Penn,
Lewgmne and with Allany of the Eastern League, His teammates included Red Bolte, all-time Yankee thind sacker
sl Jow Glen, when later managed the Stamford entry in the Class B Colonial Leagoe of which Sealei was presi-
dent, Scalei called it ks |:|n1h':.m5|:l||ij'||:|.' L] |!l|=7|:\.'1‘r when his arm FLATYD oo by tronabale fn 1435

Starnford High did oot lave o basketball tewm in 1927, thus Johmoy plaved but four vears at thae sport as a
.il’_'|‘||:h'.:”1|:l'_l,', Frank LiVolsi, Red Hein, Maorice \l-;{::lrtll}, and Connde (OFConnell formed a :::l:nu| Stamford five
with Scalei. The freshman captain as a Howvs, e was o letterman in lus collegiate soplamore vear, Anappen-
dectomy kept him off the Georgetown baskethall squad in bis junior vear, Tlhe court play of the Stambord great
is bast remembered here for his performances with the Stamford University Club tesms which Decld Foeth at the
Stumford Arnmory, The team plaved in the Eastern Athletic Club Leagoe with success, bringing some of the best
eollginte Aves of tee East o Stamford for exhibition tilts, Sealzi was team captain for five years.

The Univeersity Clube Taskethall '|1nr|.|.||ﬂ'|.l the Test i Stamford amateur spHorE. Corachad I thee Bt Gatrgge
Tuvlor, the team drew tremendons response Prom the funs Bere, with karge followings travelling with the eluls,
o Stamford basketball boaffs of the ora con forget the games at the Penn AC l:ll‘li!iLLI.t']‘:Itliil. or at the New

York AC and the Crescent A, (ot iewed e page 132
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A TRIBUTE TO JOHM SCALTI (continmed)

Area plavers with the Unwiersity five included the late Ceorge Hein, Dartmonth star; Bill Mevers, Savage;
Laddie King, Springheld; "Whitey” Caeescik and Jack Birmingham, both from Villanove, “Skeets” Fitzpatrick and
Ed Conroy, Villanova; Frank MeGrath, the Greeswich all-ground athlete, and a host of others of collegiate Fame,
a few of whom were Al Bean, Yale, Dick Bracken, Providence; the late Johnny Acropolis, Colgate; Fran and
Jobm Walsh, also of Colgate; Paul Dillon, Georgetown; Pop Sweetman, Fordham; George Bean, North Carolina;
George Van Cott, Weslevan; Milt Reinhardsen, Swarthmore; Joe Van Pelt, New York Aogics, and Richard Hag-
werty, MY

A sehoolboy gridder with such men as Paul Kueeo, Stamford High Athletic Director; "Clubibs” Duffe, who
ke it ]:li|.‘., with Motre Daonee: !ill:;k Hl'rl1:||'r|1"|!|;l|||, the Villanowa star, and jvl:u,- Franchina, prresent Stamiford 5““‘-"'
intendent of Sclools, Sealyd developed as a kicking and passing star, attaining the heights as a collegian, He bene.
fittedd from the cosching of Low Little, Tommy Mills amd Townny Murphy at Georgetown, It was assured that
Johnny become a professional, and he was with the Brooklyn Dodgers in the Natienal Football League in 1931
aned 1932, he then coachod and playved with the New Bochelle Bulldogs in the American Association for the next
sin years. He worked as assistant backfield coach under Little st Columbia and with Herb Kopf at Manlattan,
His final venture was promotion of semi-pro football at Mitchell Field in Stamford. His team gave an eager vet-
eran of the Pacifie Naval wars an oppartunity to play foothall prior to entering Arnobd College, That athlete is
.‘l.:lh!l.!.' Raobustelli, the star defensive end of the New York Giants, who doubles as defensive coach

]'Lr]lln:ly wlsno |:l|.:|.f.*1.1| .'|||I.I Elr“l:lll:lh'l:l [:lr!:al:l.'mil:hlml haskethall with the tewms '-ii:u:llﬂll:rﬂ] ];u:.' I’,]vﬂn;l:.' ,".[ulru]-;a:_ ||'||_-
Sheridl, wlu is one of our loonered Ol Timers towight,

The som of o petailowholesale paint desler with a rapidly growing business and commmitted o growing of the
venture, Sealei worked with his brothers Len amd Sam to that end, But sports and athletics were his areat love.

A top college basketball and foothall official, Sealzi wmpired in the Class D Ponv League o 19900 and the
Intermational Lesgoe in 1941 as a professional arbitor, Replacing Ken Strong as president of the Colonial Lewgee
in 19T, it was his individual offort which kept the league going in Snancial drought through 1950, His work
gratis for the Twilight Leagoe as President and as @ teamn manager, ete., contributed highle o the over 30
VLTS of continwous 1J[h'r;jli:h||. He found time o semae 1.|i]i|{r.'||.l[}' as @ member of the Stamford Park Commis-
s, comtribotion which s to be recognizsd with the Hoodlghted haseball and  softhall field ar Woodside
Purk as, ILF]!II A, Seala Field,

The Stamford sportsman disd in his 35th vear, just when he was sinking his teeth into a new career. As
distriet scout for the New York Mets of the Nationsl Leagoe, his zeal and ability was recognized by the voung
migfor organization, On the dav of his death, be had worked with bovs who had gained attention of the Alets
in a trvout at the Polo Grownds, He was in constant attendance at the baseball games, spent hours at seark with
}'ullthi carer b benefit from his baseball cxperience. All this, 1.|.-|.'.-.|!||'h' his Beeing sadedbed with the demands
of the Scalad Paint stores as the frm's president. He had capacity for many things.

Compliments of .
Telesco
FUEL AMD MASOMNS" MATERIALS Cnplinents of
Hest By Tost
Office and Plant: 40 Meadow Street “A Friend"”
Tel. 3-1111
Branch Flants .
Danbury and Broskfald, Conn.

13



